SOREN KIERKEGAARD

NOTWITHSTANDING the fact that during the
last quarter of a century we have devoted
considerable attention to the literatures of the North,
Soren Kierkegaard is but little known to the English-
speaking world. The Norwegians, Ibsen and
Bjornson, have exerted a very real power on our
intellectual life, and for Bjornson we for a time
cherished even a kind of affection. But Kierkegaard,
the writer who holds the indispensable key to the
intellectual life of Scandinavia, to whom Denmark
in particular looks up as her most original man of
genius in the nineteenth century, we have wholly
overlooked. There is little excuse for ignoring him
on the part of those who are versed in the northern
tongues; for at present he looms very large on the
literary and philosophical horizon in Scandinavia;
and there are several excellent books on his life and
work, both in Danish and Swedish.1 Within recent
years, moreover, the Danes have produced a monu-
mental edition of Kierkegaard's complete works,2
which is at present being followed up by the publica-
tion of manuscript materials supplemental to the

1  The two best Danish books on Kierkegaard, Georg Brandes* Soren
Kierkegaard:   en kritisk Fremstillmg i Grundrids, Copenhagen, 1877 (also
Samleds Skrifter, II, 1899, pp. 249 ft.), and H. Holding's Soren Kierkegaard
som Philosoph, Copenhagen, 1892, are both to be obtained in German
translation, Leipzig, 1879, and Stuttgart, 1896, respectively.   Cp. further
C. Koch, Soren Kierkegaard, Copenhagen, 1898, znd ed.,  1916;   P. A.
Rosenberg, Soren Kierkegaard; bans Kvt bans personligbed og bans forfatterskab,
Copenhagen, 1898, and C. Jensen, S, Kierkegaards religiose Udvikling, Aarhus,
1898 ; in Swedish, W. Rudin, Soren Kierkegaards person ocb forfattarskap^ I,
Stockholm, 1880; T, Bohlin, Soren Kierkegaard, Stockholm, 1918.

2  Soren Kierkegaards Samlede V&rksr.   Udgivne af A. B. Drachmann,
J. L. Heiberg og H, O. Lange.   14 vols.   Copenhagen, 1901-6.
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